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There may be a collective perception in Taiwan that journalists are not hardworking enough and do not cover issues that impact society in a meaningful way. However, they are actually one of the occupations in Taiwan requiring overwork and long hours with low pay. A rapid change in the media industry within a decade has been argued to diminish journalistic integrity. To turn the tide is extremely difficult and it is even more difficult to change every individual's agenda and their reporting style, but if we can create a friendly environment for journalists, we may be able to make a significant difference. The Science Media Center Taiwan (SMC Taiwan) is one of the global organizations committed to injecting scientific evidence into daily news reports. As a result of providing scientists' opinions and establishing a close relationship with journalists, SMC has changed the way journalists report on science. During the past year, SMC Taiwan held 15 press briefings and contributed 935 news articles in the mass media. Our most successful action was to host press briefings on the Nobel Prize. Each year, the Nobel Prize is announced in early October, but the time of announcement is between 5.30pm and 6pm in Taiwan, when all the scientists are hard to locate. In addition, Nobel Prize winners are more difficult to predict than the exceptional research they conduct. Therefore, reporting on the Nobel Prize in a few hours is a huge challenge for journalists. After SMC Taiwan hosts press briefings shortly after announcement, the reporting content becomes highly related to Taiwan's research, and the variety of news articles has increased considerably. SMC Taiwan only became independent a few months ago, and its future depends on everyone's determination to change the news we read.



