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Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience of National Central University
Regulations of Course Requirements for the PhD Program
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Amended in the Institute Affairs Meeting on November 3™, 2020
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Article 1: These regulations were formulated in accordance with the National Central University’s “Study

Regulations”, “Degree and Examination Regulations for Masters and PhD students”, and “Course Credit
Waiver Guidelines”
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Article 2. The time limit for degree completion.
2.1. The time limit for degree completion is a minimum of two years and a maximum of seven years.

2.2. For advanced and training professionals who have been accepted as graduate students and completed
the required course study but did not complete their thesis, the deadline may be extended for a
maximum of ONE year.

2.3. The time limit will reset for students who receive direct admission from the MSc program to the PhD
program at the time of upgrade.
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Article 3. Courses
3.1. Course Credits
3.1.1. To fulfill the graduation requirement, the students have to earn a minimum of 18 course credits.

3.1.2. For students who receive direct admission from the MSc program to the PhD program, the
students have to earn a minimum of 34 course credits, within which 18 credits have to be gained
during the PhD program. This total excludes the credits for the seminar courses during the
MSc program.

3.1.3. Students who have already taken courses offered by the PhD program before their enrollment
can apply for exemption from these courses based on the ICN’s course credit waiver guidelines.

3.2. Required Courses

3.2.1. Four semesters of seminar courses (Seminar I, Seminar Il, Advanced Seminar I, and Advanced
Seminar I1, one credit for each).

3.2.2. Course must be selected from at least 2 categories of Cognitive Neuroscience Methodology
courses from those listed in below, and at least two courses must be selected from each of the
chosen categories.

Series I. Brain Stimulation (TMS, tDCS, tACS, tRNS)
Series 11. Cognitive Electrophysiology (EEG, ERPs, MEG)
Series Il1. Functional Imaging (MRI or PET) of Brain.
Series IV. Neurocomputation & Biosignal Analysis

Series V. Psychophysics

3.3. The PhD students might be required to take the courses of Advanced Statistics for Psychology (3
credits) and Experimental Methods for Psychology (3 credits) at the request of his or her advisor.

3.4. Elective courses not offered by the Institute of Cognitive Neuroscience must be certified by the Course
Committee to be accepted to provide credits towards the graduation requirements.
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Article 4. Thesis advisor

4.1. PhD students are required to choose a faculty member as their thesis advisor before the end of their first
semester in the ICN.

4.2. PhD students may not arbitrarily change their thesis advisor during the course of study or in the process

of writing the thesis. In exceptional case(s) in which a need is confirmed to change advisor, they must
notify their original advisor and submit a petition to the Course Committee. The change will be made



official through committee evaluation and approval. The thesis advisor may only be changed ONCE and
this request must be proposed prior to the completion of the qualification exam.

4.3. Upon approval from the thesis advisor, students may choose one other faculty member (including a
collaborating or adjunct professor) to co-supervise.

4.4. The professor’s qualifications as Thesis Advisor for graduate students are based on Article 4 in
"National Central University’s Degree and Examination Regulations for Bachelor and PhD students".
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Article 5. PhD Qualification Examination

5.1. Students who fulfill one of the following two conditions are eligible to perform the qualification
examination.

5.1.1. Completion of two categories of “Cognitive Neuroscience Methodology” courses, four semesters
of seminar attendance, and other courses to attain 18 course credits.

5.1.2. Completion of at least one category of “Cognitive Neuroscience Methodology” courses, two
semesters of seminar attendance, and have published (or in press) a first / corresponding author

paper published in a SCIE(SCI)/SSCI listed journal. The papers must be submitted in the name of
the Institute.

5.2. Format of test

5.2.1. Written Test: An Examination Committee (including the advising professor) comprised of 3 to 5
persons will provide the written test content, book list, examination format and time.

5.2.2. The examination should be scheduled during the semester. Students who are planning to take the
examination should apply (through the Institute) prior to the semester registration period.

5.2.3. Students may retake the test ONCE to meet the passing grade. This must be completed prior to
the end of the 4" year of study. Students who fail to pass the test after retake are subject to
withdrawal from the university.
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Article 6. PhD Degree Examination

6.1. Students who fulfill the four conditions listed below must also prepare the following items to apply for
the Degree Examination: course record, thesis first draft and abstract, and a recommendation letter from
their advising professor. With consent from the advising professor and the Director of the Institute, they
may submit the application to the Office of General Affairs and participate in the Degree Examination
upon final approval from the President of the University.

6.1.1. Completion of the course requirements.
6.1.2. Complete of the Qualification Examination one semester prior to the oral examination.

6.1.3. Have two first/corresponding author papers published (or in press) in peer-reviewed journals. At
least one of the two papers should be published (or in press) in SCIE(SCI)/SSCI listed journals. The
papers must be submitted in the name of the Institute and must be in the field of Cognitive
Neuroscience (or related area).

6.1.4. Deliver a public talk in the ICN seminar in the academic year prior to the oral examination.

6.2. The degree examination committee shall comprise 5 to 9 members recommended by the advisor and
approved by the director of the ICN. The proportion of external members of the committee shall be at
least one third. The degree examination shall be conducted orally.

6.3. The graduation certificate will be issued after the completion of the oral examination and submission of
the thesis to the university within the deadline specified by the university.

6.4. The certificate will be issued after students pass their oral examination and complete the thesis
verification. They must submit the required paper and electronic copies of the thesis and its abstract.
Students are also required to complete other related graduation procedures before leaving the university.
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Article 7. Should there be any issues related to the students, the advisor can ask for a Course Committee
meeting.
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Article 8: If anything is not specified in these regulations, the students must comply with the relevant
regulations of the Ministry of Education and those of the university.
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Article 9: These regulations have been voted for and passed in the Institute Affairs Meeting and will be sent
to the General Affairs Meeting of the College for further consideration and be executed accordingly.
When the content of this regulation is to be edited or changed, the same procedure shall take place
in an official manner.



